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ther by the miniftry of the Unitas Fratrum, 
we look upon it as neceſſary to our well-being, and 4 
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Tat aim of our uniting together is, that we might 


enjoy true fellowſhip of the faith in brotherly love bad : 
ſimplicity of heart, under the direction of the | 
of our church, Chriſt Jeſus, and the gracious 
the Holy Spirit; and that we might thus lead a 


and peaceable life, in all godlineſt and honeſty, 
the protection of our moſt racious ſovereign) 40. 
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In the year 1737, and in the ſollowing years, many 
ſouls were awakened to a ſenſe of their loſt and undone 
condition by nature, and to a deep concern about their 
ſalvation ; thus they gladly received the bleſſed word of 


reconciliation by the blood of Chriſt, which was brought 


to them by the brethren. As a natural conſequence of 


the work of the Holy Ghoſt upon their hearts, they ſoon 
wiſhed to be formed into ſocieties; this the brethren 


aſſiſted them in. The grace of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
which has been beſtowed upon us by this means, has not 
been in vain though we bluſh at the remembrance of 
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our n ebe and unworthineſs, - FEES, 
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| Taz n were not en intended to ſepa» 
rate any from the Church of England, or any other 


5 chriſtian religious denomination; but to be aiding in 
the edification of each other, and to render the mem- 
bers thereof à ſalt and leaven in their reſpeRive. Ice 


li glons. 


. We muſt here obſerve, | that the Unitas Fratrum, or 
Unity of the Brethren, do not, and will not, ſeparate 
themſelves from any child of God i in any denomination | 
of chriſtians. And, inſtead of ſeeking to draw ſouls out 


of the other proteſtant churches, which the good provi- 
denee of God has eſtabliſhed in chriſtendom, they ar- 
OY Soy wal to * the children of God in their! mo- 
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thee dine are Vieſig ee 450 0 0 
the precious name of Jeſus j therefore the m 
the brethren's' congregation; who ire members of the 
Church of England, and other ehriſtian denominations, 

do not look upon themſelves neceſſatily as deſerters or 
diſſenters from the OY in which they were born, 
but are united} and have ente d into a congregatiom 76 

lation, that they may anſwer the calb of the Lord to 
their hearts, viz. to unite for mutual edification among 
themſelves, and for the furtherance of the work of God 


among chriſtians. and heathens, without eQurian pride 
and narrow-hearted digotry. | Thus, ſeeking to make 


ii 


proſely tes. to their congregation would be looked upon, 
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not only as an uſeleſs, but as, an burtful work. But 
they look. upon it as an ineſtimable bleſſing and privi- 


ge, to be inſtrumental in the converſion « of ſouls to 
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Jeſus, who bas bought « us s by his precious blood, i 7 5 
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| fades $3 ey in 7 8 which a bre- 


thren had taken under their care; having partly before 


their entrance into the ſociety, broken off all connexion 


with their former religion, and partly believing they had 


a divine call to enter into the covenant of the.brethren, 


and to become members of the brethren” 8 congregation, 
that they. wight, - anſwer more fully the aim of their 
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Creator and Redeemer, . ref prin g.t their indiyiguale, 
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This their- repeated 
| and 4his congregation was e arte in tho 
your 17 aud obtained its conſtitution as a Brethren's 
egation belonging to the Antient Proteſtant Epif- 
ce Church, 
It has therefore the ſame doctrine, alder, rites and 
privileges with the ſaid church. 
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i Hr, our Lord Jeſus ntiſt, is the foundation upon 
which the congregation has built itſelf from the begin- 
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ning. He alone has brought us together, and i is and 
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muſt remain o. our fole bond of union. Bleſſed be his 
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name, He has 2 preſerved: us upon bimſelf, the only 
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rock, and has given unto us endleſs proofs o of his for- 
| bearance, mercy, faithfulneſs and love, that we have 
been graciouſly led by the Holy Ghoſt, and have expe- 
rienced the care and hroteddion of our Father in heaven! 
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e eee our gracious Lord requires, that 
we ſhew all watchfulneſs, and take every poſfible ſtep, 
which can further his purpoſe, and to prevent whatever 


might! ny wiſe obſtruct his views with this cohgre- 
gation ph al ee, pet ena 


* * 


' On 33 of human weakneſs and imperſection, it 
i abſolutely nee Iful, to the attaining of this end, that 
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e and edification of the whole and of each indi 4 
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| age! of the Bete Epagregation have chi pe pe= 
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ciliatity, to which they have been led by | the all- vile | 


#4 ©) 


hand of God, that they dwell alone; and thus many 


villages of the Lord have been built in ſundry parts of 
the earth, where brethren dwell together i in unity, are 
freed from m many ſeductions of the world, a and the filing 


| generation is preſerved from the too powerful influ- 


ence of wicked example. Thee villages : are : intended | 
to be ſchobls of the Holy Ghoſt, and have proved ei- 
naries, in which many have been trained up r 
ſeryice of the Lord among chriſtians and heathens. But 
others, as is our caſe, being bound by a variety of cir- 


cumſtances, and the ſpecial call of our Lord, are ſcat- 


tered in cities, towns and diſtriẽts; and yet feeling an 
itreſiſtible call to join in the cloſeſt manner with the 


Brethren's Congregation, have thought i it needful to re- 


ceive, and ſolemnly agree to hold and obſerve, all the 


fündamental principles and regulations, as held by the 
aforeſaid villages of the Lord. Vea, we lock upon it as 
mote needful for us, in our circumſtances, to have a N 
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INTRODUCTION. 


clear idea of, and to agree upon the fri n of 
es the principles and regulations of the brethren s | Congre- 


gations, than even thoſe who, dwell in congregation 
places, 


BEs1De, the general principles received and' incul- 


cated in the Brethren's Congregations agreeable to the 

- wordof God, and beſide the ſtatutes. formerly drawn up 
in the words of the Holy Scriptures, which have been 
received i in this and other Engliſh congregations, as a 

rule of practice among us; it has been thought erpe- 

| dient te to draw up and agree upon our general principles 


and rule of conduct in a plain and ſimple manner, that 
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we may | have them always i in remembrance; E | 
Tuzxzronz we haye ne! upon Get following 
points : 
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\HE Holy Seriptutls of the Old and New 
FTeſtament are and ſhall remain the only rule 


and Kandare both of our doctrine and practice, and we 
have, in common with the reſt of the brethren's con- 


gregations, approved of the doctrines of the confeſſion of - 


* Augſburg, for no other reaſon, but becauſe we look 
upon it as a ſound confeſſion of faith, conſonant to the 


_ Holy Scriptures ; In ſhort, we acknowledge no doctrine 


as the doctrine of our congregation, nor ſubſcribe 


thereto, which is not e to e donne oo 
Chriſt and his apoſtles. a | 


i 


We lock upon evety * a in Weine | 
Scriptures as an wi e Seas and would: r 5 


The geben or Azguftan 38 as drawn up by the Proteſ- / % 


tant divines and preſepted by the Proteſtant princes at the dyet of the 


empire, in the year of our Lord 1530, was uſed by. the Engliſh 


| reformers. as the ground-work of the thirty-nine articles of the church 
of England, which were compiled 1 5623 and theſe two > confeſſions 5 
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loſe our lives and property, than deny any of them. 


And we cannot but look upon the denial of any divine 
truth, were it even with a view of obtaining ſome m 
end by ſo doing, as a great crime. 


* 


WE will therefore be watchful, and uſe all diligence, 
that both the doctrine taught among us, and the whole 


practice of the congregation, be conformable to the 
dqactrine and practice of our Lord, arid his apoſtles ; and 


to this end we bumbly —— the guidance of the Holy 
Ghoſt, | 


_ Weg look pon it as an eſſential character of 


* a 3 of Chriſt, that the word of God be 


preached in it in purity and ſincerity, and that the con- 
gregatipn and the members thereof walk agreeable there- 


2 in holineſs, as becometh the * of God. 


. 


we therefore abt every one to 5 a true 
brother, or, fellow member of the body of Chriſt, that 


is born of God through the Holy Ghoſt. 


Now whereas this charaQer cannot be confined to 
any external religious conſtitution, therefore it is our 


deſire to live in love and harmony with eyery one, in 
every chriſtian denominatian whatſoever, of whom it is 


evident that the Holy Ghoſt has called him by the goſ- 


pel, and enlightened him by his gifts, ſanctifying. and 


W him 1 in the true and living faith. 


' We abhor all envy. and hatred fringing 1 
1 of religious conflitutions, as utterly repug : 
| : > 
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"nant to the mind of Chriſt; and as we will anfelgnedly : 
love and own' as our brethren all children of God; viz. 

ſuch 'who love our Lord Jeſus Chriſt in fincerity and 

truth, let them belong to whatever religious-denomina- 
tion they may ; we will not interfere in any altercations 
and diſputes about religion, but abide by the plain and 
uneontrovertible fundamental truths of holy writ, mak- 
ing our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, and his all- ſufſi- 
_ cient merits, the principal ſubject of our converſation 
with N of all denominations. 


4 


3. As the unity of fand does not — imply 
an uniformity in the liturgy, ritual, and ceremonies; 
and as the communion of faith: ought not to be _dif- 
ſolved on account of any ſuch diſparity ; therefore we 
will not, at any time, in our Congregations look upon 


ceremonies and rites, and the external mode of the li- 


turgy, however harmleſs or good they may be in them 
ſelves, as being abſolutely above amendment; nor will 


we ever confound things appertaining to the external 


mode of worſhip with the . and reality * dur 
e | 


Ws 505 bold nothing among us as abſolutely LO 
ſary, except ſuch things as belong to the very eſſence, 
life and being of the church of Chriſt in . 


| To that which is l 8 the 1 of 
faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt through the Holy Spirit, 
the fellowſhip of love and of hope, and the union of 
the members of the congregation in orie body, of which 
8 is * head. The abiding in ns: dodtjas of | 


8 Jeſus 


1. „ 1 


Jeſus and his apoſtles, the maintaining the inſttuctions 


of our Lord, and the following his example, are inſepa- 


rably connected therewith. Theſe, as belonging to the 


very eſſence of a congregation, can and muſt never be 
ſuperſeded. in our congregation ; nor muſt any altera- 
tion be made therein at any time. We will rather im- 
plore the Lord inceſſantly to cauſe us to abound herein, 
and to make us more and more — to his will 


_ his 2 5 cons 7 555 e . CAT 1 ten 
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Om the other hand, whatever relates only to external 


good order in the mode of worſnip, and the various re- 
gulations in the congregation, and is not to be deemed 
eſſentially neceſſary or unalterable, ſueh regulations 


may be altered according to circumſtances; yet, 


as long as they are means to promote a godly life and 
convetlation, they are valuable, and ought to be con- 
ſcientiouſty maintained: But when the above: mention- 


ed end is no longer to be obtained by them, they ought 
to be altered, leſt they be kept up merely for cuſtom's 


ſake, in which caſe they might rather become an hind- 


Trance to the work of the Holy Ghoſt, which muſt never 


be reſtrained, and might prevent the os a9 as of God i in 


bates and i in Truth, 
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church, that fundamental principle, that we will, em 


time to time, endeavour to amend Whatever relates ei- 
ther to the method of teaching, or to ſuch regulations 
as are made for promoting the chief aim of a congrega- 


tion of Chriſt, and ſeek to become more conformable to 


the holy ſcriptures therein. 1 
1 | 5 N 
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I ſhort, we will not retain any regulation, when v we 


Ae that it can be altered; for the better, and 


to the bleſſing of the congregation; neither will we lay 


aſidg any, as long as it is evidently wholeſome aud 2 


ful * een a godly * ang converſation... ' 


3 Wa will pray. the. 3 75 of the bergen to yore v8 
aways. faithful labourers, and to prevent any miniſters 
or teachers being appointed among us, who, teach not 
ſound doQrine:z and we will watch over it t that no books 
be introduced among us, particularly ſuch, as are intendj- 
ed for the inſlruction of our youth, which, are not con- 


formable to the * of Chriſt and his ps. 
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eh it is our N concern n to experience t the 
| bletfings, and to receiye more and more the ſignature of 
a congtegation and people of Chriſt; yet we will not 
Joſe fight « of that call of grace, which we. have received 
in common with all the reſt of the brethren's s congrega- 
tions, viz. to propagate the gofpel all over the world, 
and particularly among the heathen, and to be ſubſeryi- 
ent; to the execution of our Lord's teſtament, John x xvii. 
We look upon this call as inſeparably connected with 
that eledtion of grace, which has brought us together, 


But, in order that the ſpirit of readinefs to ſerverhis will 


in all things may increaſe daily among us, We will be 


watchſul that neither time, nor circumſtances, nor perſo- 
nal influence, nor any thing elſe, me y cauſ: us to deviate 


ftom an entire nada o Nut to our Bayiour rand 
. to: his Work. 3 51 3 „ e / elt i 


WI will therefore bear e in mind, how our 
4 Saviour has made uſe of our brethren for the propaga- 
tion of the goſpel in the world; and how he has, and 
ill does, through grace, make uſe of many in the 
brethren's congregations, now eſtabliſhed in the world, 
to this great end; and how our Lord has collected many 
brethren's congregations in various countries, who have 
received the like precious faith with us, and who enjoy 
the ſame grace and paſture on the merits of our Lord; 
all which congregations are now in the true unity of 
the faith, united in one cxconomy of grace and love, 
which is called the Unitas Fratrum, or United Brethren. 


Tuis union and communion, which our dear Lord 
and Saviour prayed for in his high-prieſtly prayer, John 
- xvii. we eſteem as an ineſtimable privilege, hold it ſa- 
cred, and will, in conjunction with all our brethren, 

do our utmoſt to promote the We of the Ie 
: in we world. | 


11. The F cundation and Rule of th Congregs- 


4 tion Confituton, 
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"gh Tus unaffected imitation of Jeſus and his apoſtles, 
in lowlineſs and poverty, is an eſſential charateriſtic 
of a een of. Chriſt, | 


Ws will therefore pray for * ſeek, through. his 

grace, invariably td preſerve this as our proper charac- 
ter, not in word only, but in all our regulations, un- 
dertakings and tranſactions, yea in our whole manner 
| | of 


er 
of 


#. Ln Hs 
of life, and carefully guard againſt any thing oppoſite 
thereto, although the method of being led into another 
path ſhould appear ever ſo plauſible. For the kingdom 
of God is not of this world, and we are convinced, that 
his power in making us anſwer the purpoſes of his cal- 
ling, both in and through us, can 'be more gloriouſly 
diſplayed in lowlineſs and poverty, than if we were ever 


ſo highly eſteemed. 


We will OT watch; left by degrees well-meant 


cuſtoms ſhould be introduced into the congregation, 


which are contrary to this eſſential characteriſtic; and 


leſt under the ſpecious pretence of rendering things 
more eaſy and convenient to the members of the con- 


gregation, any regulations be aboliſhed and ſuperſeded, 


which are agreeable to the ſaid character, and calculated 
3 render us more con formable thereto. We will never 


forget, that we, like all our congregations, are a people 
of whom it may be truly ſaid, «* We have here no 


abiding city, but we ſeek that which is to come.” Thus 


minded, we can alone be preſerved from becoming like 


unto ſtagnated water, or linking into a ſlothful, luke- 
warm, Laodicean ſtate. 


th Tus primary view of all congregation regulations 
muſt refer to the human heart, and they are ſo calcu- | 


lated, that the labour upon the ſouls, both 6n the ſide | 
of thoſe who are intruſted with the care of ſouls, and 


of thoſe who are cared for, may be facilitated," that all 


evil be prevented in the congregation from the begin- 


ning, and that all things, which may give riſe to the 
commiſſion 


- 2 * 
* — - — — Ab 


commiſſion. of a be as n, as  poſidle relnoved' 1 


e ihe 678 11 TOON 


rie at the ſame time that external rules and 
regulations are eſtabliſhed in the congregation, we myſt 
of neceſſity be principally concerned, that a vital knows- - 


| ledge of Jeſus Chriſt, ta the furtherance of a godly life 


and converſation, be implanted into the hearts of the 
congregation members. This being the caſe, it will 


appear evident to all, how expedient and ſalutary it is, 
that good diſcipline and order be eſtabliſhed, and what 


a detriment it would be, if it were otherwiſe ; but from 
hence it follows alſo, that whoever defires to be a mem 


der of the congregation, muſt, of his own free will, 


agree to all ſuch regulations and orders as may be found 
neceſſary to be eſtabliſhed, and that every regulation 


has the public conſent. For, as we can compel no one 


to follow our rules (and if we could, we would not) 
ſo whoever has not a mind diſpoſed to obſerve ſuch 
rules, ſhould not deſire to ſtay among us. Such rules 
and ſtatutes muſt be conformable to the doctrine of our 


Saviour and his apoſtles, and tend. to the real well- 


being of the members of the congregation, ſo that no 
true member that is aſcertained of his calling, may find 
reaſon to heſitate to follow them. But after ſuch rules 
be once agreed upon by the congregation, they are then 


ſacredly to be kept by all the members of it, as well as 


by the labourers and ſervants of the congregation, and 
that without any, difference « or reſpect of * | 
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- "Any whereas a congrogetion: canfiot ſubſiſt as an 
hoaſe of God, and proceed according to the rules and 
regulatidns which they themſelves have agreed to, un- 


leſs perſons are appointed to have the inſpeckipn and 


direction of the whole, to maintain ſuch regulations, 
and to be watchful that they are attended to and fol- 


lowed ; therefore we have always had, and will have, 
| ſuch an inſtitution among us, in whoſe hands the gene- 


ral direction and eee are placed. 


Tur congregation i is properly ruled by thoſe „ 


ples and ſtatutes which they themſelves have received 


and eſtabliſhed, with this view alone, that harmony and 
unanimity may | be promoted and maintained. But the 
object of the attention of the Jabourers and ſervants in 
their conferences is properly, the obviating, on che one 
hand, all miſtakes and miſapprehenſions, and on the 
other, the preventing all partiality and diſtinction of 
perſons, that the ſaid Pinie may rule without cb> 


. and controul, 


. ALL conferences 1 offices are intended for the 
great end of advancing the proſperity of the congtega- 


tion ; and therefore all and each of them muſt be  ſup- 


ported and reſpected, whether much or little- js com- : 
mitted to them. At the ſame time, that eſtabliſhed and. 
approved rule ſhould be strictly attended to, that one 


conference does not interfere with and incroach upon 
the other, and eſpecially that the Elder's conference do 
not take into conſideration, decide and determine in 
things, which ought previouſly to be conſidered in 
other conferences; and that the offices in the congre- 


; . N gation 


\ 
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gation go on each in due order, ſo that one oF not 
Interfere in the buſineſs of another, 


5. We have committed to the Elder's Conference the 
} general direction of the internal and external concerns 
of the congregation, and we conſider them as a watch, 
appointed with a view that they ſhould ſee to it, that 
all the other conferences may be eſtabliſhed accord- 
ing to our rule, and then continue in the unobſtructed 
diſcharge of their offices, and that the congregation re- 
e be every way duly e 


WIE likewiſe expect of the Elder's conference, and 
look upon it as one of their principal incumbencies, 
that they, with all poſſible carefulneſs, trace out the 
| thoughts of peace of our Lord concerning each member 
of the congregation, and its deſtination, diligently tak- 
ing heed, leſt the views of our Lord concerning any one 
| ſoul be neglected through our fault; ſo that each bro- 
ther and fiſter in the congregation may be well affured, 
that their courſe and circumſtances are from time to 
time, and with concern, taken into conſideration i in the 
preſence of the Lord. 


6. In order to facilitate the attaining of this grand. 
aim, there is, beſide the above-mentioned direction, 
another conference appointed, conſiſting of the helpers 
of the ſeveral choirs in the congregation, which has the 
particular care of ſouls for its object, and is called the 

Choir Helper's Conference. But their deliberations and 
. propoſals are always to be referred to che Elder 8 Conſe- h 


rence on deciſion, 
7. Fun- 


— 
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5. R according to the apoſtle's rule: 
< Is there hot a wiſe man among you, c.“ 1 Cor. vi. 5. 
the congregation has choſen men of underſtanding, 
who in conjunction with the labourers are, with a fatherly 
care, to adviſe and aſſiſt the members of the congregation 
in their various circumſtances; theſe are ſubordinate 


to the Elder's conference, and are to care for the ex- 


pences and all the external affairs of the congregation. 
And ſhould diſputes ariſe, they are to act the part of 


arbitrators, and judge between brother and brother. In 
general, they are to advance the welfare of the congre- 
gation according to their beſt ability, preventing and 
averting hurt, as far as a faithful vigilance and willing 


aſſiſtance can contribute thereto. And this is the proper 
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view and juſt idea of that conference which is called . 


among us the CE. 


8. Tapas i is likewiſe LATE 3 Helper 1 ö 
ference, conſiſting of the members of the Elder's Conſe- 


rence, the committee, and other members of the con- 
gregation, choſen and confirmed thereto, who are well 
acquainted with the rules and courſe of the congregation, 
enjoy the confidence of their fellow members, and are 
endowed with grace and gifts to affiſt with good coun- 


* 


ſel : This conference has the courſe of the congregation 


beration, and to prepare matters pattly for the congre- 


and all occurrences therein for the object of their deli- 


gation- council, partly for the n and partly for 
| the Elder's Conference. 


9. Tar congregation ell, or 1 conſiſting of 5 
the members of the * conferences, and a certain 


Ba. nume 
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number of communicants, choſen by the reſt of the com- | 


municants, and confirmed in the Elder's Conference. This 
conference is to coff{ult about all ſuch matters as concern 


and intereſt the whole congregation. In matters of 
this nature nothing can be finally reſolved nor eſtabli- 
ſhed by the other conferences, without the conſent of 
the congregation council, The things which concern 
the whole congregation are of the following kind: The 
introducing of new congregation rules and orders, or 
making alterations-in thoſe introduced already, or the 


bringing any conſiderable expence upon the congroga- 


tion, and ſo e 5 


Eacn maids of the congregation council has not 
only a free vote, and a right to declare his opinion to 
the beſt of his knowledge, freely and without any ſcru- 
ple, according to the method adopted by the congrega- 


tion council itſelf; but is, as a member of the body, 
bound thereto, and that ſo much the more, as it js 


expected of each member, according to the duty in- 
cumbent upon a brother, that he has the well-being of 
the congregation at heart in his degree, and be ſubſervi- 


ent to the adyancement thereof according to his ability, 


”W HOSOEVER does net ſpeak his mind in the congre- 
gation council, but maketh exceptions againſt matters 
propoſed therein afterwards, and in other places, acts 


againſt honeſty and conſcience. Whoever has good*ad- 


vice to give, but with-holdeth it out of ſelf-intereſt, 
reſpect of perſons, fear of man, or. any other view, fin+ 
neth againſt the mind of Chriſt, | 


Is 


. | N * 5 * 


Toi any ſhould ſcruple to utter his thoughts in the 
congregation council, he is at liberty to do it pri- 
vately to the congregation helper, to the congregation 
ſewp#nt, or any other labourer. And left any member 
of the congregation council ſhould be deprived of an 
opportunity of communicating his obſervations ; there 
ſhall be allowed, in matters of weight, a time, not ex- 
ceding eight days, after the meeting of the council, in 
Which the matter is propoſed; and at the next enſuing 
E | meeting of the congregation council, any obſervation 
0 that has been made ſhall be laid before the congregation 

council, And if any one chuſes rather to utter his 

thoughts upon the ſubje& by writing, than by ſpeaking, 
he may ſend in his written thoughts upon the ſubjeRt; 
but he is to ſign his name to his declaration, and at this 
meeting the affair may be concluded. But this rule of 
Allowing eight days is only to be in matters of. "ws 
and not in common and uſual caſes. 


"qt 
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WHOEVER is a member of the congregation council, 
being intruſted by his fellow-members with the care of 
the affairs of the congregation in the articles ſpecified 
above, cannot look upon himſelf as diſpenſed from tak- 
ing a ſhare in whatever concerns the whole, Who- 
ever therefore ſtays away from the congregation council! | 
out of indifferency, or any other principle, and with- | 
out neceſſity, acts inconſiſtent with -the character ofa 
member of the council, yea of the congregation ſelf, 


As theElder's Conference and committee will, in ſuch. 
caſes as mentioned above, do nothing without the con- 
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currence of the congregation council ; ſo the whole 


them, every member engages to acquieſce and to 


and to affiſt the choirs in all their inward, outward, or 
perſonal concerns, with help and advice. He is the firſt 


T8. 


congregation having impowered the council to act for 


in the execution of their reſolutions; and in the con- l 
gregation council, reſolutions are taken by the majority 


of votes. 


10. The following officers are required in the con» 
gregation, viz. K 

TEE Congregation-helper; whoſe office it is, in con- 
junction with the Elder's Conference, to bear the con- 


cern of the whole congregation upon his heart, to have 


a particular watchful eye. over the continuance and fur- 
therance of the internal courſe of grace, to maintain all 
congregation regulations with diſcretion and judgment, ; 


perſon in the Elder's Conference, and it is expected of 


| bim, that he ſhould keep the whole 8 


Tus Miniſter of the congregation, whoſe office i it is 
to labour in the word and doctrine, | 


T HE Choir-helpers of both ſexes, viz. of the married 
choir ; . of the choirs of the widowers and widows; and 


of thc lingle brethren and ſingle lifters choirs, 


Tun eee or Warden: orif circum- 


ſtances will not allow that a particular brother is placed 


in that office, this office is to be ſupplied by the com- 


| mittee. 


Tux chief perſons in the ſchools. 
- 1 - Tas 


_—_ 1 7 
Tus committee. To the cqgamitter . by virtue 
an their offce all the brethren of ay Elder's Conference. 


Þ Targa Helper »Conference': to o which; by virtue 
of their office, belong all the members 'of the Elder's 
Conference, and of the committee, 


Tas Almoner, or the conference which takes care . 
of the poor. 


Tux phyſician, 


| TRR ſervant in the hall or chapel. 


11. In ſupplying the office of miniſter, and of choir . 
helpers, as well as the other congregation offices, a 
choice ought always to be made of ſuch perſons who are 
not only eſteemed true congregation members, but who, . 
according 10 the nature of their offices, are alſo endowed. 
with the needful knowledge and other graces and gifts 
requiſite thereunto, and upon whom the Spirit of * . f 
ow and the e reſteth, | 


Now whereas theſe qual mn be met with, 
not only in perſons who have applied themſelves to 
ftudy in academies and univerſities in the uſual courſe, 
but alſo in ſuch who have not frequented univerſi- 
ties. And whereas our dear Lord himſelf did call un- 
learned men for his fore-ordained witneſſes and apoſtles, 
therefore we deem it a laudable cuſtom, and agreeable to 
the apoſtolic practice, that the offices inthe congregation, 


\ 
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and particularly alſo the® miniſtry of the goſpel, be * 
plied by brethren endued with gifts and grace, be * 
e ſo called, or not. 


4. Wink 4b it is of the utmoſt conſequence that 
_ ef in the congregation be ſupplied with perſons 
endued with the gifts of grace, and the ſpirit requiſite 
thereto, being alſo approved in the hearts of the con- 
gregation members; and whereas it ought to lie with 
weight upon our hearts, that the execution of God's 
counſel of grace concerning the congregation be at all 
times out principal point of view herein, and that all 
human by-views and miſtakes, and more particularly all 
inſincerity and unjuſtifiable ſelf- will be prevented i in mats 
ters of ſuch great moment: therefore we do hereby, 
once for all, empower and authorize the Elder's Confe- 
rence to care for it, that all the congregation offices be 
from time to time, and conformable to the conſtitution ' 
of the brethren's congregation, duly and properly ſup- 
plied. And as we would not be left to our own choice 
touching the perſons propoſed for ſuch offices, but de- 
pend ſolely upon the direction of our Lord; therefore 
in all ſuch caſes it ſhall be decided by the lot whom the 
Lord has choſen. for the ſupplying of any of theſe offices, 


i \ i 
2 13. 1 committee and the Large Helper 8 Coule., 
rence are to be formed in the following manner: Firſt, 
of ſuch who are members of it by virtue of their cffice: 
Then each member of the congregation council ſhall. 
vote for ſuch. a number of brethren as are to be ap- 
pointed members thereof: The votes being collected, 
the Elder $ Conference i is to take all thoſe who have been 
voted 


4 1 1 


wad tine we 1. et to „* ne of 
votes; unleſs there ſhould be ſome material objection to 


any of them. And thus, thoſe who are appointed by 
Lot, ſhall de declared duly elected, and take their places 
A PER 


14. Wt lock upon Wt diviſion of the ſeveral as, 
which human nature and circumſtances naturally 2 
ns 9 ä An order. 8 


Tus great aim of every chole-dividen is, , that each 


— 
# 


may, according to the modification ariſing from age, 


ſex, or citeumſtances, experience for ſpirit, ſoul, and 
body, the power of being clothed on with Chriſt, 
which grace is ſuperior to all other knowledge, and ef 
fects more than all the methods preſcribed by human 


wiſdom; and that every foul may obtain an evanipelical 
knowledge of Chriſt and of herſelf, and may enereuſe in 
the enjoyment of all the merits of the 1 2 | 


and death of * 8 


| Tus has gives riſe to the inſtitution among mY that ; 


each of the ſingle. choirs dwell together, ſeparate from 
| the other choirs in the place congregations, and where 


the circumſtances will admit, This inſtitution does in 


no wiſe ſpring from any civil or temporal views, but is 
intended ſolely and alone for the furtherance of the in- 
ward courſe of grace in every individual, that the fouls 


may be more effectually cared for, and that the nete 


"on very good order may be — 


_ 1 


. 18 : 
II I. Concerning the Relation in which the Con- 
- gregati on ſtands to the Magiſtrates. 


WS WHEREAS the Holy Scriptures expreſsly « command 
us to be ſubject unto the higher powers, and to all who 
| have authority over us, becauſe, being ordained of God, 
they are the miniſters of God to us for good; therefore 
we will approve ourſelves in all things as loyal ſubjects, 
ſacredly and religiouſly ſubmitting ourſelves to the laws 
and conſtitution of the realm. And whoever ſhall act 


| knowingly contrary thereto, ſhall forfeit his or her place 
ne us. | oh, 4 


| We look upon ourſelves as bound.in FIR not ot only 
to love and honour our gracious Sovereign, and all put 
in authority under him; but alſo to do all that is in 
our power to contribute to the proſperity of the land in 
general, and not to allow our own private intereſt to 
ſway us from our duty as ſubjects, or ſeduce us to 
ſeek our own advantage to the detriment of government, 
And we will ſubmit to the laws of our country and to 
| the ordinances of men, for Chriſt's fake, : 


2. Bur if an end ſhould occur among us, which 
may God in mercy prevent, that any one ſhall be deemed 
guilty of a criminal action, which lays him open to the 
law, ſuch a perſon is thereby excluded from our con- 
gregation, and will be worthy of double chaſtiſement, 
as knowing bis nn, s will, 21 not wing! he >; 


ü 10 by 
I, n 33 


wy ce ning 25 1 33 thc ca- a 
| Er geren mn its Servants: 


5 Tr congregation FAY its Iebourets? ind abt 
3 5 one body. and are abſolutely inſeparable one 
from the other, They have but ene and the (ſame inte- 

reſt that all things be conducted honeſtly, decently and 
in love, to the promating af the congregation $ proſpe- 
rity, for the edifying of the hody of Chriſt. 1 4 15 

Kanten may appear as. 2 different intereſt, or, 
have a tendency to hurt the mutual confidence between 
| the congregation, and its labourers and ſervants, ought 


to be abhorred, carefully ; avoided, and muſt be baniſhed 
e us. Ne 0 
2. 'No one can | be a labourer and fervant of che con- 
gregation,. i if he. is not approved to the hearts of the. 
congregation z and the very name, labourer and ſervants, 
conveys an idea of their obligation to the congrega- 
tion. And on account of ſuch obligation, it ought, at 
all times, to be their unfeigned concern, not only to 
ſtand in an uninterrupted fellowfhip with our Saviour, 
touching their own hearts, but alſo to crave from Him 
the gifts of grace requiſite for their calling, that they 
may not act merely by their own reaſon and ſtrength, or 
according to the dictates of mere human wiſdom, but 
being led by the Holy Ghoſt, they may act in their 
offices agreeable ts the mind of Chriſt. They ought 
not to ſeek their own, but what is the Lord's. i They 
are, not to aſſume dominion, ot to lord it over the reſt 
GY. of 
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all her members, is bound to weigh and to fulfill the fol- 


. 
— 


1 


bf the congregation members z but are to be helpers of : 

their joy, to-be inſtant in ſeaſon, and out of ſeaſon, to 
reprove, rebuke, exhort and comfort their fellow mem- 
bers as occaſion may require, with all long ſuffering and 
dodrine, 2 Tim. iv. 2. And the congregation alſo, wic 


lowing n or 2 W 1 


* Wx beſeech you, brethren, to know them which 
tc }abour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and 
« admoniſh you; and eſteem them very highly in loye 


« for their work's ſake, and be in peace among your- 


« ſelves.” 1 Thef. v. 12, 13. Agrecable therefore to 
the exhortation of the ſame apoſtle, we will obey , our 
teachers and labourers, who have the rule over us, and. 
ſubmit ourſelves ; for they watch for our ſouls, as they. 
that muſt give account, that they may do it with j joy, 


and not with grief, for that would be unprofitable to us. 


Heb, xiii. 17, We will pray for them with all ear - 
neſtneſs, 


7 


38 e appoint a perſon to op Ws 
the congregation, merely in conſidration of his natural 


talents and gifts, for this would be a deviation from the 


to the internal call of grace and gifts of the Spirit. 


4. No labourer and ſervant of the congregation wan 


 Incroach on the office of the other, nor obſtru&t the 


diſcharge thereof; but each ought to love and honour - 
RR ©. 


. 1 


the other, and reader the — of pet, 
as * —!. HE DOS GE 44 


Ws $incx each brother i in the congregation, accord 
ing to his degree and meaſure, juſtly bears a joint con- 


{4 4. 4, 


cern. for the proſperity of the congregation, and the 
work of the Lord in general, and is both entitled. and 


bound in conſcience to utter his thoughts on this head ; 


becauſe each member of the body has a Glory-faling 
of the weal and woe of the whole; therefore each la- 
bourer and ſervant: -ought willingly. to lend an ear, and 
pay a due regard to all modeſt and brotherly obſerva- 
tions and e of the 3 N | 


6. in 0 Ga Gerais algo 
of carrying on handicraft buſineſſes, ought, according to 
the apoſtolicy and ancients, cuſtom in the bretbren's con- 
gregations, not ta be aſhamed thereof, nor lay them 


aſide ; but they: ſhould make aa much: uſe: of them as 


poſſible for the earning of their oun maintenance, ex- 


cept their een . up 
all their time. 


' On the other, 3 we heck upon 1 W 
in duty, faithfully to provide. for the maintenance of 
thoſe: of our labourers. and ſex and their families, 


who cannot maintain themſelves either wholly, or in 
part, n. of them ſhould want for neceſſaries. 


7. As no brother « can | diſcharge | any office commit- 
ted to him in the congregation to the benefit of the 


whole a0y, longer than the Lord 5 ug the 


grace 
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„ A. 
dire fequiſite thereto, and the confidence of the con- 
gregation; therefore all labourers and ſervants,” in caſe 


they ſhould loſe their grace and gift, and that the con- 


fidence and bleſing of the congregation ſhould be with- 
drawn from them in their offices, ſhould gladly reign 
their offices, and return to the ſtate of other private 
copgregation members, an 4705 


v. Relation of the Members of the gane. | 
vin ro the Congregation rel Fe 
1. Wu HEN ny 3 defies to be received: as 3 


member of the congregation, ſttict enquiry is to be 
made into the ſtate of heart, walk, and all- other cir- 


cupmſtances of ſuch a perſon, and particularly into the 
motives and views of ſuch a requeſt. The. Brotherly 
Agreements entersd inta muſt be read to ſuch perſons, 


and they muſt not only weigh it well; whether their heart: 
and mind; aſter due and mature confideration; is really 


ſo diſpoſed, that they can believe they are called by the 


Lord to enter into our covenant ; but the labaurers are 


toexamine the ſtate and caſe of ſuch perſons thorough] Y 


and as it cannot be ſuppoſed, that they are perſonally ac- 


quainted with all their circumſtances, the labourers, if 


they know of no impediment, are to conſult che large 
helper's conference; and if in the laſt conference no ob- 
jection ſhouldbe found, they are then to mention the perſons 
tothe congregation « council, and each member of thecoun- 
cil is bound in conſcience to mention to the labourers ö aby 


objeclion which may ariſe in his mind, ſoon after, the / 


forementioned meeting of the council ; that ſo due en- 
quiry 


1 23 J 5 
Juiry may be made into che nature and gropnd of the 


objection, and the objection, if groundleſs, be removed 
before the final determination touching ſuch. perſons 


reception. Should the helper's conference and congre- 
gation council find no objeRion to the propoſal, then it 
is to be weighed and determined finally in the elder's 
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yr will receive none into the con 1gregation 


Fe account of their rank; wealth or capacity. We alſo 


eftabliſh anew that old fundamental principle among 


us, viz. that no one ſhall be received among us merely 


out of good hopes, unleſs we diſcover convincing evi- 


dences in him of the labour of the Holy Ghoſt in his 


Heart, and of his call of grace. For ſince the view with 
our congregation neither is, nor by the grape of God, 
ever ſhall be any other, but to live together in the true 


union of faith, in brotherly love, and agreeable to the 7 


mind of Chriſt, it follows therefore, that none. can be 


| looked upon as a member of the congregation, except 
He has either actually received this mind by being born 


of God, or at leaſt has an unfeigned defire for it. If 
nevertheleſs ſuch perſons ſhould be found in the con- 
gregation, of whatever rank or age they may be, who 
have no underſtanding of the myſtery of Chriſt, and 
who are at preſent incapable of enjoying the unity of 


the faith, nay, who perhaps have ſpent already a long 
time in a lukewarm indifference towards our Saviour, 


and who therefore give us juſt reaſon to doubt of their 
call unto the congregation, | and of their proſpering 
Fe „„ „ 


nce, whether ſuch perſons are to be received, | 
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therein: In ſuch esſes the efder's c6nſe 
it imo mature conſideration; whether ſuch perſons ae 
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to be borne” with in patience any longer, or whether le A 
would be more expedient, even for themſelves, to advite 
them in tender love * II tokave the -onote- 


pa 


3. $novtp any "te fonied to | white: WIEN: 
free and generous manner of treatment ih the congrega- 


tion a cloke of licentiouſneſs and maliciouſneſsand wilt 
not ſubmit and keep himſelf within the boundaries of 


the congregation rules, or who gives offence, and is 
hurtful to other ſouls, be belongech not to us, and ſhall, 
without reſpect of perſons, be excluded from the c 
as ae . Ms \ 
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= Ws look upon it as one of the moſt important 
and ſalutary regulations in the congregation, that, for 


the prevention of hurt ts ſouls, and of all loſs ef our 
glory in Chrift, the ſeparation of both ſexes be main- 
tained invariably i in due order and TOs | 


Wr therefore, as many as are howſe-fithere, will 
make it our concern to regulate our families and domeſ- 


tic affairs, as much as can * be, * to this 
| Ly purpoſe, 


Fron A en of our 8 and 
finfulneſs, and not becauſe we look upon it as an high 
degree of holineſs, we will religiouſly ſee to it, that all 
unneceſſary private intereourſe of individual perſons of 
both ſexes, from which danger and harm might accrue, 


t 0 1 


8 pridently avoided, and not connived. at under any 
pretence whatſoever z that thus, not only all pecafions to 


Irregularities and tranſgreſſions may be cut off, but prin» 
eipally alſo, that all clandeftine connexions and engage 


ments, as well as all promiſes of marriage, made _ 


_ to due _ be prevented, | _ N A 01 


72 75 


** 


* bee and rictwitblianding al poſſible cho, 
it it mould happen, that ſingle. perſons of both ſexes enter 
into any clandeſtine underſtanding and engagement one 
with another, and promiſe marriage to each other A or 
any other perſon. ſhould countenance. or occaſion ſuch 


211i. 


irregularities; then not only the fin gle perſons, who  bave 
been guilty. ol of ſu ch irregularities, but alfo thoſe, who 
have countenanced or occaſioned the ſame, ſhall be diſ- 


5 milled from the * 


21 15 2 1 8 
5. Wa have thought i it highly 3 to come to 2 


+} wit 


firm. Agreement with each other concerning that moz i 


o $3.4 # > 


mentous Paint, the education of our children in che 
4s 201 B TY 

nurture and admonition of the Lord; and we covenant 
rogether before the Lord, that through the grace of God | 


we will facredly and inviolably obſerve the e following : 


fundamental principles and rules : © 


772 3 
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. „ Tux ap 1 of 1 miajricd od their, 


: whom. God has blefſed with children, ought never to let 
it eſcape their minds, that their children are the pro- 


1 


perty of Jeſus, purchaſed and reqeemed with is boly; 


precious blood, on which account it is incumbent upon 


hon to bring them up far our Lord alone, and to take 
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all pofflble care ito avert from them offence 400 hurt. 
To this it is above all other conſiderations requiſite; that 
the parents approve themſelves as children of God, and 
as prieſts of the Lord, in their whole deportment, edi- 


fying their children by their example, and exciting them 


to follow them, as they fol ow Chr, For this is the 


moſt effectual method to prove a bleſſing to the children, 


and the parents themſelves will infallibly reap a bleſling 
from a faithful diſcharge of their FORO Py.” 


56. Nxxr to this firſt and greateſt incumbence of Ub 
parents in the education of their children, great atten- 
tion is to be paid to the manner of their being trained 


up, and the way of living to which _y are accuſtomed 
in their younger years, 


Ou call to ſerve our Lad and Saviour, i in various 
ways in the propagation of the goſpel, and the public 
good, make us reſolve to beware of educating our chil- 
dren in too delicate a manner, and of rendering them too 
tender in their conſtitutions, or leading them into the 


pomps and vanities of the world, by which we are ſur- 
rounded. 


1 21 


„s eil, if-pofible;. kaowine the leis ts 
which children are expoſed in the preſent degenerate _ 
times, regulate, in our congregation, ſchools for the in- 


ſtruction and preſervation of our children. In theſe ſchools 


they ſhall be inſtructed, not only in reading, writing and 
cyphering, grammar, and any other branch of know- 
ledge, which may be found neceſſary ; but above all, they 

1 8 ſhall 


* 1 


al be folidly inſtructed in the knowledge of the trutl 3 
unto godlineſs, agreeable to the Holy Scriptures, and in 
2 manner beſt adapted to the heart and capacity of the 
children. But, ſhould it be out of our power to eftabliſh ] 
directly ſuch ſchools, we will make it a matter of con- 
ſcience to take every poſſible meaſure, as it is the duty 
of every real chriſtian, to preſerve them from the ſe- 

ductions of the world, and to provide for their education 

in a manner conſiſtent with the principles we find in the 
Bible, and with our call of grace. And we will do our 
utmoſt to affift our poor brethren and ſiſters in the caring 
for their children. But ſhould any parent be remiſs or 

indolent in uſing all his endeavours to defray the expences 
of his child's or children's education, he ſhall be looked 
upon as an unfaithful parent, and undeſerving the afliſt« 0 

ante of the congregation. : 


4 In order to 3 hs education of the children in 
the congregation as eaſy to the parents as poſſible, 'the ' 
Elder's Conference and ſervants of the congregation are 
to affiſt them herein with the neceſſary inſtruction, ad- 
vice and help, as alſo to point out to them the beſt me- 
thods that may be taken for the benefit of the ſouls of 
their children, for the forming their minds and con- 
duct for the uſe of ſociety, and for teaching them to act 
with decency, civility, and reſpect towards all men. And 
the parents ought gratefully to acknowledge and to make 4 
good uſe of ſuch advice, 2 and * in an af 
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e. Ir, contrary to. what we hope, it ſhould FO" 
that children of one family cannot, without danger and. 
hurt of ſouls, be ſuffered to live together; or, if. it is 


judged neceſſary to adviſe that one or the other child be 


placed elſewhere, the parents, out of love and faithful» 


neſs towards their children, ought gladly to, > canply 


therewith, 


* 


2 As the ſeparation it the pon is an univerſally 
eſtabliſhed rule, ſo the attention of the parents is alſo; 
particularly to be directed thereto i in the ed ucation of their 


children. To this end the parents are to be careful, 


that their ſmall children be always under conſtant, pru 
dent inſpection, and never left quite alone, and particu» 


larly that at their drefling and undreſſing, in their ſleep» 
ing, and on other occaſions, all opportunity. for, nfl 


curiolity and ſeduction be avoided. 


Bur if, contrary to our hopes, there ** berertbe- 


| leſs ſuch parents be found in the congregation, who, 
notwithſtanding all faithful advice and” affiſtance, are 


wilfully unfaithful, negligent arid careleſs in the eduea- 
tion of their children, they are not only reſponſible for 
it to the Lord, whoſe property they and their children 
are, but they muſt blame themſelves, if, on account of 


the blameable and hurtful education of their children, 0 
and becauſe they have ſlighted the admonitions given 125 


them, they Toifeit our r fellowſhip o1 on Aren account. 


e 5 eme 1 fig 


6. As members of one body,” of which Cheift "FP : 
gad, and by virtue of our being! in the unity of faith, 


12 U * 


it our cs duty to be helpers of each "other's Joys 
and to help in bearing the weal "and woe of each other, | 
It is therefore ſo much the more incumbent- on "each 
congregation. member, neither to undertake nor-to 0C- ; 
caſion any thing, which might be productive of hurt, 
detriment or reproach unto others, or unto the whol 


congregation, And we will have the ſame attention to 
1 a of our fellow-men, 


Ss 10 any brother: or üer in the congregation | 
ſhould diſcover any thing-which may oecaſion hurt and 
| detriment. to ſouls, or from whence. the loſs of our glory 
in Chriſt may be apprekended, they are bound in duty 
neither to conceal it, nor to make it known” impru- 
dently, and in an improper plaee; but they are bound 
9;make it xn without delay to the Elder's Conſe- 
ence, either directly, or by means of. their reſpective 
_ choir-labourers,. that thus the matter — o_ 
f A, and; all *rnziegnt-peeventalins muchaspollibles. 


8 As the congregation thinks it incumbent upon 
them, out of a principle: of brotherſy love, to. aflift\all 


Their fellow: members, who, on account of old age, or 


ſickneſo, or by other unavoidable cauſes, are rendered 
incapable of ſupporting. themſelves; ſo we will more 
particularly conſider it as our. duty to do our utmoſt to 
care for the good education of the orphan children in tho 

ngregation, aſſiſting them in learning ſuitable ſcien 
cnn, arts or trades, thereby enabling them, in time, to 
Prove uſeful members of the mms. ay barer 
1 * ent eee 
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9. Each member of the congregation, according to 
the apoſtolical rule, ſhall work, and eat his own bread, 
and no perſon who is wilfully idle ſhall be ſuffered 
among us. He that has a family, muſt endeavour, 


through induſtry, to maintain bimſelf and family i in-an 
honeſt manner. 


10. "Weorren carcleſely ſhall i incur 8 which he 
is not able to pay, muſt not expect that the congrega- 
tion will be anſwerable for them; this being by no 
means their duty. Nay, according to circumſtances, 


ſuch a perſon may forfeit his zight to the congregation, 


4 N * 
” 7 A ' 7 


11. WE will encourage honeſt induſtry, 2s far as God 


enables us; but as the very deſire to be rich is a griev- 


ous temptation, which leads men into ſnares, and the 
net of the devil, we will not encourage ſuch defire, by 


lending our aſſiſtance to ſuch, where we perceive this 


deſire; but will carefully warn each other of 2 great 
evil. 


As fellowſhip is our pleaſure, and the conſequences 


of the conduct of every member are either an honour or 


diſhonour to our Lord and his people, we will not en- 


gage in new branches of buſineſs or undertakings, from 
whence danger might ariſe to ourſelves, or we bring 


thereby a diſhonour upon the cauſe of our Lord and 


Saviour, Without the concurrence of the * 2 
ference and Committee. | 


W abhor and deteſt every W of gain, 8 | 
has the leaſt fraud or appearance of injuſtice in it; and 
a | there 


Cal 
therefore we will avoid all appearance of eil in our 


dealings, and act uprightly and en e in we 
fight of God, but alſo of 6 3 


We will bat Gall our 1 at a om price, | 
and do our work faithfully, and for equitable Wages. ; 


12. ALx the members of the congregation ah , md | 
own themſelves, bound to accede to all the regulations 
made, and meaſures taken, for the good of the congre- 
gation, to take ſhare therein, and to contribute, as far as 
lies in their power, to raiſe the expences requiſite thereto 
in due and reaſonable proportion. To theſe belongeth, 
among other articles, the abovementioned maintenance 
of our labourers and ſervants, viz. as many of them as 
are not able to maintain themſelves either wholly or in 
part, as likewiſe the expences incurred by the mainte- 
nance of our congregation regulations and good order, 
e. g. all that may be found neceſſary to keep up our 
chapel, houſe, burying- ground, and the like; and we 
will never be wanting from time to time to raiſe among 
us what may be requiſite for ſuch exigencies; and we 
will take effectual ſhare in every thing that can promote 
the common good, and affiſt in the general neceſſities of 
our brethren, agreeable to the rule of 2 
which has been ben among W 


1 Backe member of the congregation looks upon | 
; nns as bound to enter into ſueh meaſures as may be 
found neceſſary to preſerve good order and decorum in 
our walk and ee and in our . dy day and 
5280 1 | 


"a 


| RT 

24 Ir any thing-new is to be begun which may be 
for the. uſe of, or an expence to the whole congregationʒ 
previous notice is to be given to the committee, who are 


then to take Caro, that 7 _ be nn. in 2 


— 


VI. — the — of, the PRINT 


n. . and towards each . 


7 


T5: We will 8 it our unfeigned concern 0 treat 


each other with love, meekneſs and humility, each 


eſteeming the other higher than himſelf, willingly . 
ing and aſfiſting each other. We will endeavour to ſhew: 
the fame mind towards our neighbours, ſtrangers ant 


| effivellers; nay towards all men, ſo that theſe inbnhauſti- 


ble and inſtruc̃ti e words of our Lord: What you will 


tat mei ſhould do unto you, that do ye unt them,” 
| _ be — and effeCtually verified in us. goa 


1 if any one ſhould oreſume to ** upon, « or 
to prejudice the property of another, or to moleſt ano · 
ther, from a principle of ſelfiſhneſs, if ſuch a perſon, 
fiotwitliſtanding all admonition, ſhould obſtinately per- 


ſiſt therein, he ſhall not be deemed a brother Wie way nor 
ſuffered to continue in the congregation. 


3 


WI will, in all caſes and tranſactions, both among | 
ourſelves and others, act with uprightneſs and ſincerity, 
uſing no atts, and ſtill leſs conforming to the manner 
of thoſe, who endeavour to compaſs their ends by ſub- 
Wa * at the expence of their neighbours; therefore 
nou 


(3 1 


- 


wit and: eee 7 be deemed. 


@ 
n 
LS 4 


* 


2. „ dimcn the . of faith does in no wiſe deftroy_ 
good order and ſubordination, but ought, according to 
the Holy Scriptures, rather to ſtrengthen it; therefore all 


brethren and ſiſters in the congregation, which are en- 


gaged i in the ſervice of individuals or families, are never 


to be wanting in ſhewing to their ſuperiors due faithful- 


neſs, obedience and reſpect, as becometh ſervants; but, 
on the contrary, their conduct herein ought to be ſo 
much-the more irceptovable, becauſe thoſe, whom they 
ſerve, are members of the body of Chriſt; and brethren 


and ſiſters; but, on the other hand, it is juſtly expected | 


_ of thoſe: brethren and ſiſters, who have brethren and 


| ſiſters in their ſervice, that they treat them with love and 


_ tenderneſs, and NY e . faithful: 
\ ſervice. e | Wes 


HAV 


E” | EN ſhould: atiſe between ſuperiors-arid 
 inferiors, they ſhould be ſoon adjuſted among themſelves 
in a brotherly manner, leſt ny" args 1275 oh. ns in 
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4. 5 * ab aſide, or even ee differ= . 


| ent ranks and tations, is contrary to the order of God, 


7 eſtabliſhed. in human ſociety; therefore, notwithſtand- 4 
ing our unity in the faith, and the equality of our calÞ 
of grace, the order of God; and the diſtinction of tank 1 


and ſtation, ſhall not be ſet ade in the congtegätion. 


N will however endeavour, according to the exam? = 
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85 


deſty and frügality appear in all things, itt our dreſt 
eating and drinking, in our dwellings, furniture, &c. 
and through the grace of God, let luxury, vanity, and 
abuſe of on er oth, be removed far from us. and 


v.. 


+; TY. 
* a 


FR WI will in * via 1 fuch 5 
and pamphlets as may corrupt our minds from the ſim- 
plicity that is in Chriſt Jeſus, or the contents of which 
are unbecoming a Chriſtian. But more particularly 
ve will not ſuffer among us any books which deceitful. 
| ly lead to ſatirical reflections upon the Holy Scriptures, 
or upon religion in general; nor ſhall any laſcivious, 
| licentious and hurtful writings, pictures or repreſenta- 
tions, be ſuffered among us. And whoever introduces · 
' ſach among us wilfully, and, to the detriment of others, 
| ſhall encourage the reading and uſe of them, him we 
will difown and diſmiſs as a ſeducer, to whom that pe- 
tition in our liturgy is applicable: js 
6 Fut og from Tay Pore all ſequcers 4 . 1 


KY Tuncvck the grace of God we will — A 
: hats that character, inſeparable from true chriſtianity, 
| viz. to be true, and to keep our word and good faith to 
every one. And if a brother ſhould borrow of ano- 
ther, or of any other friends, or of any perſon whatſo- 
ever out of our circle, money, or the worth of money, 
or ſhall enter into any other engagement with any one, 
and he ſhall either wilfully, or even out of careleſſneſs, 
neglect the promiſed reſtitution, or the fulfilment of his 
engagement, it ſhall W as: a crime, and be 
rented 
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re ding as — ben 
een, without ehodt of perſons. Fs ; 


wa To. carry abroad or divulge perſonal 1 
news, by word of mau, or by writing, whereby the 
good name and character of others is frequently injured, 
and other, miſchief done, we will not ſuffer among us, 
As we will likewiſe carefully beware of Tee i 
unbecoming relations or narrations, and of paſſing ou 
ee upon public and political tranſactions. 5 


8. noun. any. miſunderſtanding « or bickerings ariſe 
among any of the members of the congregation, or that 
any one ſhould 1 think he bas ſuffered wrong from ano- 
tber, they ſhall ficſ, according to the'r rule of our Lord, 
ſpeak . with each | other in love, and ſeek to "elite 
among themſelves their differences ; but if this ſhould 
pot. have the defired effect, then the brother, who ſup- 
poſes himſelf injured, ſhall take with him ſome other 
brethren, whom he ſhall. chooſe, and try to convince 
his brother ; but if even thus the affair cannot be de- 

. cided, then it is to be laid before the aforeſaid commit- | 
tee, who are appointed by us as arbitraters, that they 
may examine into and decide the affair in à juſt and 
brotherly manner; and we bind ourſelves muse ſe- 

| . to abide by their qtarwingtins. 
= q 9.5 Ws z will 1 aid and aGſt each, other in our 
trades and buſineſſes, and t the committee is to be particu- 
_ larly attentive to the manner in which the brethren 
in trade carry on their buſineſs, chat each member of 
- the e at as is fitting for a brother who' pro- 
E 2 feſſes 


4; 4 


#3 


. feſſes to. be .a living member and. follower of Jeſus. 
And if found needful, a conference' ſhall be kept with 
all thoſe who carry on trades, or are in buſineſs, that 
evil may be prevented, and that we may aſſiſt each other 
to ſeek the fulfilment of the petition which'we offer in 
the litany ; _ Bleſs the ſweat of the brow, and faith 

fulneſs in our handicraft buſineſs, ſanctify our commerce 
wholly unto Thee, that in no labour TT be u the 

2 of fin.” - 

10. As we _ nne to 8 it with 
thanks unto God, when He ſupplieth us with work, 
and bleſſeth the work of our hands; ; fo we will beg | it 
of him as a grace, chat, although we endeavour to main- 
tain ourſelves and families by our trades and buſineſſes | 
in a decent manner, the ungodly deſire of gain, and of 
becoming rich, may never take place, but that each 
tradeſman's principal view 1251 be Web to "ver 
his — 


11. Tnovon even the temporal ſucceſs in trade and 
commerce, and the eſtabliſhing and preſerving good cre- 
dit and the cuſtom of perſons in buſineſs, dependeth on 
the one hand upon ſtrictly ſeeing to it, that the goods | 
be good, both as to the materials and the workmanſhip, 
and that, on the other hand, the prices be reaſonable, 
and not raiſed above the value of them; yet faithfulneſs 

to our good Lord, and love to our fellow men, ſhall be 
the chief motive to render us firict and n in our 
dealings. | | | 


gy 5 i 


* 
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| A Sadr p any one be bound to a& contrary « the | 
above principles, or give any juſt occaſion of complaitit, 
of having in any ways injured his cuſtomers, by oyer- 
charging, or any want of faithfulneſs and integrity in 
his work, the committee is in all ſuch caſes and circum- 
ſtances to make full enquiry into the matter, and, ac 
cording to the circumſtances, to admoniſh the offender, 
or to acquaint the Elder's Conference with the caſe, 


that, if he'does not repent, and ſhew an amendment, he f 
may be excluded the congregation. el 5 

13. T OWARDS apprentices, a maſter ought to o at the 
part of a father, to bear with them'as much as poſli- 
ble, and in caſe an apprentice behave in a manner that 
is unbecoming or hurtful, his maſter is not to act to- 
wards him precipitately, or in the heat of paſſion, but 
to weigh how he may be brought into a proper and 
happy courſe. A maſter ought to employ his appren- 
tices carefully and diligently in working at the trade 
which they are to learn, and faithfully to teach them 
all the advantages peculiar to that trade, that thus, to 


the maſter's own fatisfaQuon, good. and uſefpl tradeſmen 


may be trained up. . 


* 


Any left apprentices, to their great detriment, ſhould, 
during the years of their apprenticeſhip, loſe again what 
they may have learned at ſchool, the maſter will, out of 
love and faithfulneſs, appoint them ſome hours weekly, 
at the moſt convenient time, in order to employ them in 
the practice of writing and eyphering, that they may 
thereby alſo qualify themſelves to carry on their trades 


1 


321 


to more advantage, after the 7 of their tppreqice 


e. V IS in ene 


14. ALL our maſters ought to be careful, that the 
work beſpoke of them be always delivered at the time 
when they have promiſed it; on which. account they 
will do well not to promiſe the work to be done but by 
ſuch time as they are ſure they can get it ready, ſaving 
unforeſeen hinderances; and the journeymen, being 
brethren, will do their utmoſt to put it in the power of 
the maſter to keep his word. 


15. ou . Ar . their journeymen, 
be they brethren, or ſtrangers, as aſſiſtants in their cal- 
ling, to treat them in all things in a brotherly and kind 
manner, willingly and punctually to pay them the ſtipu- 
lated wages; and in caſe that their journeymen, who 
are brethren, ſhould find reaſon to complain of the 
work, they are to ſpeak with them about it in a friendly 
and convincing manner, ſo that it may find entrance, 
and the complaints be redreſſed. 1 


16. WnAr has TY obſerved above, Seck. VI. 9 2. 
N to the apoſtle's rule, 1 Tim. vi. 2. viz, that 
brethren and ſiſters, who ate in family ſervice, ought, 
for this reaſon, becauſe they ſtand with their ſuperiors, 
in the unity of the faith, to be ſo much the more con- 
ſcientious and. irreproveable in the. diſcharge of their 
duty towards them, this is alſo applicabte to the journey- 
men who are, brethren, Each of them ought to ſhew to 
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Signed by Order of the ſaid meeting, 


John Church, ſen. Secretary, 
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